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exhortations. It is possible that with many boys at
the age usually selected the most that can be hoped
for is a real sense that the occasion is important,
though the reasons may only become apparent later.
At any rate, that was my experience, and I was lucky
enough to come from what is called "a religious
home/' Earlier generations at Marlborough may
have been less fortunate: there is one well authentic-
ated story of a master who began his confirmation
course by asking the boys the difference between
Temptation and Eternity: when they learnt that
one was a wile of the devil and the other a devil of a
while they had not advanced far upon the Christian
road.

To the difficult subject of preparation for Con-
firmation I may perhaps return later on; here I will
only say that there is no such thing as " the ideal
age/' and no type of preparation which will suit all
capacities and temperaments. The difficulty in the
way of a school confirmation is that it is almost
inevitable to deal with boys in the main as a class,
and their problems and their intelligence at any given
age differ so widely as to make this a Herculean task.
Our object, as loyal members of the Church of
England, is rather to make boys think rightly for
themselves about religion than to instil cut-and-dried
answers to every possible question: of course we fail,
but it is not entirely for lack of trying.

Father Hugh Benson, after he joined the Church
of Rome, used to refer acidly to his preparation for